to be placed on the peninsula, near the Puget Sound Company's establishment, at Maple Point, and another at Victoria, there being about thirty children and youths of both sexes, respectively, at each of these places.
It was therefore resolved, That the sum of oe500 be appropriated for the erection of a school-house at Victoria, to contain a dwelling for the teacher, and school-rooms, and several bedrooms, and that provision should be made hereafter for the erection of a house at Maple Point.
The minutes of the House of Assembly, which are likewise the only continuous record of its proceedings until 1858, are on the whole more concise. Only an occasional debate is reported in any detail. It is evident that affairs were conducted at the quiet tempo characteristic of the years just before the gold rush. Sessions were so long as to be practically continuous, but a week, and frequently as much as a fortnight or a month, would pass between sittings. Even so, adjournments due to lack of business or lack of a quorum were frequent.
The minute books of the House of Assembly have been preserved complete to 1866, along with a series of motion books, correspondence books, and other supplementary papers. In 1918 the earliest of the minute books, which covers the period from August, 1856, to September, 1858, was printed by the Archives of British Columbia, along with the first of the correspondence books, and the minutes of the Legislative Council for the ten years 1851-61.
It may be noted in passing that in 1863 the House of Assembly appointed a Select Committee to investigate the condition of crown lands. Its report was printed in June, 1864, and later the Committee's proceedings were printed verbatim, including the evidence of all witnesses examined. So far as is known, these are the only documents of the kind printed by the government of Vancouver Island, and copies of both the report and proceedings are now extremely rare.
The Victoria Gazette, the first newspaper established in what is now Western Canada, appeared on June 25, 1858. It was owned and edited by Americans from San Francisco, who were anxious to remain aloof from local politics. It was stated specifically in the first issue that it was "not intended to make the Victoria Gazette the organ of Opinions in any save the more practical questions of the moment," and, generally speaking, the paper held to that policy throughout its career. This did not mean that it ignored the proceedings of the House of Assembly, but simply that it confined itself to the facts and refrained from strongly partisan comment. The first account of a sitting of the House appeared in the issue of July 7, and with it parliamentary reporting in British Columbia really commenced. At first the Gazette merely reproduced the official minutes of a sitting, with a few omissions and verbal changes, but by degrees it gave its reporters greater latitude, and the printed accounts became as long and as detailed as considerations of space and news value permitted.
Ironically enough, in spite of the care taken to avoid partisan controversies, it was a political issue which destroyed the Victoria Gazette. In 1859 serious friction arose suddenly between Great Britain and the United States over the possession of San Juan Island. The island is almost within sight of Victoria, and the consequence was a temporary prejudice against all things American which ruined the paper. Douglas was not accustomed to such treatment, and after enduring it for three months, struck a blow in return. On March 80, 1859, he issued a proclamation declaring in force in Vancouver Island the various imperial statutes which required sureties for good behaviour from newspaper proprietors. The guarantee required from the Colonist would be oe800, and the implication is that Douglas did not think that De Cosmos could raise such a sum. De Cosmos always charged further that the proclamation was issued secretly, and that he only heard of it accidentally, while his paper was actually being printed. There would appear to be some truth in this claim, as the issue dated April 2 is only printed on one side. As it turned out, this half-printed sheet was the sum total of Douglas's success in his efforts to curb the Colonist. De Cosmos astutely raised a hue and cry in defence of the freedom of the press, and at a public meeting held on April 4 a committee was appointed which apparently had no trouble in securing bonds to the requisite amount. On April 9 the British Colonist appeared as usual.
This incident has been mentioned in some detail for several reasons. In the first place, De Cosmos was much more typical of the journalists of the time than was the editor of the Victoria Gasette. It was, as will be made evident, an age of journalistpoliticians, when many of the newspapers were not merely partisan, but were the personal organs of various political leaders. De Cosmos himself, it will be recalled, The undemocratic composition of the Council aroused the ire of John Robson, editor of the local paper, the British Columbian, but his anger was increased many fold when it was decided that neither the press nor the public would be admitted to the Council's sittings. Upon request the press would be supplied with copies of the minutes, but the doors were to be "closed to strangers." Robson denounced this decision as being shameful, disgraceful, and intolerable, and attacked it vigorously in one able editorial after another. He pointed out that even where governments were not popularly constituted the press was admitted, adding: "Of all the legislators of the nineteenth century it was left to our Legislative Council to decide that the Press, and consequently the public, has no rights." As for the offer to supply the minutes, he likened it to "serving up sawdust for bread." But in spite of Robson's protests the ban continued. Nor did it end, as some evidently expected, with the retirement of Douglas in April, 1864. A brief second session was held in December, and press and public were again excluded.
At first Robson published the official minutes, but soon dropped them, upon the grounds that "as furnished by the Clerk of the Legislative Council... they were not in a readable form." By one means or another, however, he managed to secure fairly Two points may be of interest in conclusion. In the first place, the speech delivered by the Minister of Finance when introducing the budget was printed in 1886, and at intervals thereafter. It has been printed regularly each year since 1905. Secondly, though no debates are printed, the Legislative Library has endeavoured for years to compile the best possible substitute. At the present time every item relating to the session is clipped from the five daily newspapers now published in Victoria and Vancouver, and the cuttings are mounted in a series of scrapbooks. Though only a makeshift substitute for a "Hansard," these books save the research worker an immense amount of hunting. Students may care to note that the scrap-book series, compiled more or less in the manner described, now covers more than thirty-five years.
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